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+ w few passages which were not delivered are here inserted. 


DISCOURSE. 


Psa c.4.—Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise ; be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 


Ir should be part of the employment of every day of 
the year to offer a tribute of thanksgiving to God. The 
circumstance, that on some of these days disasters, 
sufferings, afflictions befall us, does not destroy our obliga- 
tions to gratitude. The reason is obvious. Notwith- 
standing these adversities we are continued in the pos- 
session of many and inestimable blessings. Some of 
our friends may have died. A ‘knowledge that we 
have been visited with this calamity has raised up other 
friends, and increased the sympathy, kindness, assiduous 
attentions of those who yet live. On account of miscal- 
culations or losses we may find a deficiency in some 
domestick or outward comforts. Still there is a continu+ 
ance or superabundance of others, so that we are always 
in a condition to have blessings to acknowledge ; and for 
which it is our duty to be devoutly thankful. 

When thus representing the occasions given to all men, 
even to those who are in the deepest affliction, for culti- 
vating religious gratitude, and celebrating the divine 
mercy, I would not be thought to plead against the 
propriety and value of an anniversary thanksgiving. It 
is to be numbered with the best proofs of the sobriety 
and thoughtfulness of our ancestors ; their wise estima- 
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tion of the guardian care and munificence of a merciful 
providence ; their religious feeling ; their genuine _patri- 
otism ; their high moral and christian worth ; that they 
established and used effectual means to perpetuate this 
autumnal feast. How many good things attend it! How 
many good dispositions are brought into exercise by it! 
How many tender associations are revived! How many 
of the best ties which bind human beings to each other 
are strengthened! The first purpose of the day is to 
lift the soul in an offering of devout thanksgiving to God 
for his providential care; his superintendence of the 
seasons; the competency with which he has crowned our 
labours; the distinctions and privileges of a literary, 
_ civil, and religious kind with which we are blessed. A 
snbordinate object of the day, and one which is highly 
to be prized, is to bring from their remote residence the 
different branches of a family, to sit down at the same 
festive board ; unite in the commemoration of their 
common blessings ; join in dropping the tear of affection 
and respect at the remembrance of the worthy, who 
have closed their earthly course. A highly useful 
purpose of this meeting also is, that they may inspirit 
each other to a renewed struggle with the labours and 
difficulties of the earth unite in a fervent prayer for 
their individual and domestick prosperity, and give the 
parting blessing. Nor can we forget, in characterizing 
this season of rational and religious conviviality, the joy 
of the parents, who behold their children as olive plants 
around their table ; unaffected by disease ; favoured with 
many advantages for securing external prosperity ; with 
the means of intellectual improvement; and with the 
prospect of inheriting civil and christian privileges, which, 
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if they wisely prize the rich bequest, cannot fail to 
render them respectable, useful, and happy. 

Two duties are prescribed to us by the passage under 
review ; thankfulness or gratitude, and praise. The 
distinction in the two may be thus marked. The man 
is consistently and religiously thankful who has a true 
sense of his dependence, feels his insufficiency of him- 
self, and in the independent exercise of his own faculties, 
to gain the possession of any blessings, and who is at the 
same time convinced that they all have their origin in 
God. If he is thus thankful, the language of his lips 
will give utterance to his sensibility, will express his 
gratitude. He will view and own his heavenly benefactor 
in each and all of his mercies. He will be ready to say, 
“thy loving kindness is continually before me. Every 
day will I bless thee. Thy mercy endureth forever.” 

The act of giving praise to God is the expression of 
a reverential sense of his various attributes ; his infinitely 
perfect character ; his righteous government ; his merci- 
ful providence. ‘There are various ways of performing 
this duty. Prayer, songs of praise, an attendance on 
ordinances, and any acts of devotion are so many in- 
stances in which the divine praise is celebrated. We 
may also perform this duty when pursuing the common 
course and fulfilling the ordinary occupations of life. 
‘‘ Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God.” 

There is no class of the inhabitants of the world, who 
have not an appropriate duty assigned them. They may 
all consider themselves loudly called upon to enter the 
gates of our God with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise ; to ~ thankful unto the Lord, and bless his name. 
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The elevated and affluent should feel an equal inter- 
est in the performance of the duty, as the men in a more 
humble and indigent condition. To what is their exter- 
nal prosperity and abundance to be ascribed? ‘The 
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor yet 
bread to the wise, nor yet favour to men of skill; but 
time and chance happeneth to them all.” A considera- 
tion of the continual superintendence of providence, and 
that they, equally with the most abject and dependent of 
the human race, have nothing which they have not 
received, should excite in them unceasing and corres- 
ponding gratitude. How shall they evince that it is sin- 
cere and under the direction of undissembled piety? 
The high in rank and the opulent have an immense 
weight of responsibleness. If cloathed with authority, 
if entrusted with the making or execution of laws, shall 
they exercise their short-lived power in trampling upon 
the rights and liberties of those over whom they rule! 
They should have a practical recollection that power is 
not given for purposes of usurpation and tyranny, but 
for the preservation and security of common rights ; the 
regular and unvaried administration of exact and equal 
justice. 

If as a patrimony, or as the fruit of industry and 
enterprize, they have an accumulation of worldly treasure, 
how shall they evince their religious thankfulness? Not 
by overreaching and extortion ; not by grinding the face 
of the poor; not by indifference to human sufferings 
and calamities. No. These are to show the integrity of 
their gratitude, by acting as the stewards of God; by 
being rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate ; by giving a portion to seven and also to 
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eight, not knowing what misfortunes and necessities shall 
be on the earth. 

The poor in this and every christian community are 
under obligations to gratitude above all the poor that 
dwell on the face of the earth. It even appears as if 
charity, under the influence and direction of the gospel 
of Christ, is doing her most perfect work for the diffusion 
of knowledge ; the relief of pain; the mitigation of 
disease ; for ministering food to the hungry ; cloathing to 
the naked ; a competent supply to the destitute. In the 
men who devise liberal things and who have a desire for 
human improvement and happiness, there can be but one 
opinion of the utility and value of the provision made 
in many of our towns for the support of the indigent, if 
a comparison of their present with their former condition 
is instituted. We once saw them sold to the lowest 
bidder ; subject to an uncertain government, scantily 
fed; and with little care from those on whom they were 
immediately dependent but to secure the small compen-— 
sation for a bare subsistence. We now behold them in 
comfortable habitations ; frugally, yet liberally, fed and 
cloathed ; subject to wholesome but humane regulations 
and discipline ; universally beheld and treated as a class 
of the human family ; and a decent and suitable regard 
paid to their spiritual wants. May the inhabitants of this 
land to the latest generation honour themselves, and 
reflect honour on their religion, by being the examples 
of kindness, sympathy, and christian solicitude toward 
all who are in indigence. 

That portion of the population of our country which 
has been subject to the evils and severities of slavery are 
also called upon to join in the sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
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Every philanthropist and christian views with emotions of 
joy the change in the- publick sentiment in regard to 
slaves, and in the general character and course of their 
task-masters, which marks the present period as more 
signalized than any which has preceded it for a desire to 
diffuse the blessings of civilized and christian life. ‘The 
plan of their emancipation and introduction to the com- 
mon blessings of reasonable beings is begun and is in 
laudable progress. It should fill with gratitude the men 
of this generation, that they live in an age in which 
principles are imbibed, means adopted, and a spirit of 
benevolence in exercise which need but to have their 
full scope and unconfined operation, to give knowledge, 
liberty, social and rational happiness to the world. 

In the annual record of the history of providence, 
specially interesting to us as part of a great community, 
it is a privilege and cause of religious joy to place the 
favourableness of the past season; the competency of 
the necessary common bounties; and the munificent 
reward of all our ordinary labours. 

On a comparison of the obituary catalogue of this 
town with that of towns of equal population, we find 
ourselves blessed with such an unusual freedom from 
malignant and fatal diseases, that in our tribute it may 
well be the subject of particular and elevated gratitude.* 


*Norr. The following facts are worthy of being perpetuated as 

proofs of the general health of this town, and of longevity. The obitu- 
record embraces all the deaths in the religious Society in Lancaster 

for thirty five years past ; consisting, as is now estimated, of eighteen 
hundred individuals. The whole number of deaths is seven hundred and 
seven; making an average of about twenty in each year. 

One hundred and fifty-six, more than a fifth part, lived till they had 
completed seventy years. ; 

Seventy of this number, which is about a tenth part of the whole, 
survived eighty years. 

Thirteen died at the age of more than ninety years. 
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Since the last anniversary twenty-four have died, who 
were members of our Society ; eleven of whom were in 
their minority. With a respectful and mournful recol- 
lection of some who were not suffered to continue by 
reason of death, we have the strongest reasons to be 
thankful that so many parents with their children may 
join in participating the blessings, and performing the 
service of this interesting season. 

Having alluded to some local and general blessings ; 
to the wise, liberal, and highly respectable provision for 
the accommodation and support of the poor; and to 
some circumstances in the condition of every class of the 
people which should urge them to unite in this religious 
celebration ; I am admonished by the state of the chris- 
tian community to introduce another and important 
reason which is given us to be thankful, and to bless the 
name of the Lord. I refer to'the noticeable fact, that 
as a Christian Society we continue united and in peace. 
There has been a laudable pride in the christians who 
have worshipped here for many succeeding generations 
to recount these facts in their ecclesiastical history, viz : 
that no councils, formed of sister churches, have ever 
assembled in this town to settle difficulties between the 
people and their ministers ; that no divisions have been 
fomented, and found patrons; that but one temple has 
been seen appropriated to christian worship; and that 
there has existed but one society of christians, by whom 
divine service was statedly performed. There has been 
an universal approbation of the liberty of judgment and 
conscience tolerated and secured by our civil constitu- 
tions. Ifthere have been any dissenters from our views 
of christian truth and christian ordinances, they have 
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been allowed: quietly to worship the God of their fathers 
elsewhere ; and to seek the salvation of their souls in a 
mode of belief and worship, and'in attending upon the 
institutions of the gospel, in'a manner: which they believ- 
ed more consonant to divine appointment: 

It is a melancholy truth, and is generally known, that 
large and respectable corporations are subdivided into 
small societies ; that the expence of a christian ministry 
is found by them an insupportable burden ; that their 
dependence for-the building of temples and support: of 
worship is on charity ; that contentions exist; that a 
spirit of disputation and controversy is enkindled, and 
frequently prevails to the entire extirpation of domestick 
quiet and happiness, neighbourly intercourse and: love, 
and the general peace and prosperity. 

With a certain knowledge of the existence and preva- 
lence of these alarming evils, I presume we are all pre- 
pared to felicitate ourselves upon our long continued and 
present harmony. It may be asked by some of my hearers, 
why is our attention arrested by the subject, if our church 
and society are in this undisturbed state, and no imme- 
diate dangers threaten? This is the time, my friends, and 
this is the state of things most suitable, and in which we 
are in the most favourable condition to hear these dan- 
gers announced. We know that in a civil view it is far 
more easy to fortify against the approach of an enemy, 
than to resist and overcome him after he has taken pos- 
session. It is the same with christian associations. 

I have endeavoured to inform myself of the means 
which have been industriously used, which have effected 
the separation and blighted the prosperity and prospects 
of other towns, and will candidly statethem. I ask you 
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dispassionately to listen to this statement, that if the time 
should come in which these means shall be used to 
disturb your peace, which may God forbid, you may 
be on your guard against and may successfully overcome 
them. 

One of these means is the insinuation, busily propagat- 
ed, that the standing ministry are hirelings; and_ that 
support should be withdrawn from them. It is hardly 
necessary: to-enter upon a formal refutation of this charge. 
The present generation are too enlightened, they know 
too well the value of learning in instructers of every 
description, to need to be long reasoned with on this sub- 
ject. They have a full understanding of the truth, that 
a teacher, to be respectable, and to be any other than a 
blind leader of the blind, must give himself wholly to the 
ministry. They see and admit the justice of the principle, 
that the labourer is worthy of his hire. ‘They have a 
familiar knowledge of the revealed truth, that ‘even so 
hath the Lord ordained, that they who preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel.” t must be a generation in- 
habiting some benighted corner of the earth ; uninformed 
on common or religious subjects ; ignorant of what is 
good, edifying, profitable to them or their children ; in- 
different to the progress of pure and undefiled religion 5 
who would be satisfied either with an unlearned, or with 
what from woful experiment has with the: grossest injus- 
tice been denominated a cheap ministry. 

Another of the means which has been used to bring 
about divisions in churches is to excite suspicion and 
jealousy of the preachers of christianity. ‘They are 
accused of not preaching the true gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The reproach is cast upon them, that they are latitudi- 
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narian and licentious in their instructions ; that they do 
not announce, as they ought, the terrours of the Lord ; 
that they speak unto their people smooth things and 
prophesy deceits. Equal liberty is taken in condemning 
them because they do not encourge and strive to promote 
a revival of religion. It is natural that insinuations of this 
character, especially when accompanied by a professed 
concern for religion, should excite an alarm. The men 
who hear them, if under the direction of reason, judg- 
ment, and a sound mind, will not take such reproaches and 
denunciations upon trust without candid and _ faithful 
examination. They will be fully justified in treating them 
as the evil surmisings of an enemy till there is a fair and 
full investigation. What shall the people do, who may 
any time hear such accusations of their ministers? The 
people have much to do, if they would be just to them 
and to the cause of religion. Let them compare the 
sermons which they hear with that gospel which they 
are avowedly designed to exhibit. Let them see if in 
these sermons the character of God, as a Father and 
Moral Governour, is not faithfully described. Let them 
learn if the character of Jesus, as a Teacher, an Exam- 
ple, a Redeemer, and a Judge, are not held forth in 
language as plain and explicit as words can make them. 
Let them inquire, if the weakness, dependence, sinful- 
ness, and moral duty of man are not fairly and fully 


delineated. Let them also see, if the threatenings of PA 


scripture, as they relate to the evils of sin in this world, 
and to the state of retribution beyond the grave, are not 


represented as terrifick and awful as the language of serip- 
ture is infended to authorize. It may be that the min-— 


isters who are accused do not advocate what are tech- 
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nically called revivals of religion, on account of the 
unnatural excitements which attend them ; the disorders 
to which they lead; the destruction of domestick and 
neighbourly peace; and the dissolution of the union of 
christian societies, which have often been the unhappy 
fruits. But can the ministers with justice be called the 
enemies of a revival of religion in the true evangelical 
sense, who enforce in all ‘its strictness the christian law, 
and in all their tremendous aspect and weight the chris- 
tian sanctions? Are they with justice thus stigmatized, 
who aim to promote an animated and efficient moral 
goodness ; a fervent and habitual piety a rational and 
energétick faith ; by all the arguments and motives which 
reason and revelation, time and eternity can furnish? If 
upon inquiry this shall be found to be the character of 
the religious instructions which are given, the people are 
bound to ‘heed such accusations of ‘their ministers as the 
whisperings of ignorance, bigotry, or enmity, and are to 
regard and hear them as heralds of the glorious gospel 
of the blessed God. 

A farther means used, with a design to disturb the 
peace of harmonious parishes, is to distribute amongst 
them tracts and publications of a sectarian character, 
which are constructed to excite apprehensions of the 
unsoundness of instructions on which the members now 
attend. No minister, who hasa desire that the christians 
whom he serves should be enlightened, and intermeddle 
with all wisdom, would wish to limit them to reading of a 
particular description, or indulge and express a fear lest, 
if suitable caution is in exercise, they should become 
contaminated. With a knowledge that this wonderful 
engine is in operation he cannot resist the conviction, that 
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a sacred obligation devolves upon him as their spiritual 
counsellor and guide. He will exhort them to read 
with wariness, with a full persuasion that the design is 
to make them proselytes. He may, and if faithful he will, 
urge them to mark with vigilance the distinction between 
the chaff and the wheat ; truth and falsehood ; errour and 
sound doctrine. He may by the most weighty arguments 
invite them to bring all such publications to the gospel, 
and compare them with that as the only infallible test. 
Let them in this manner prove all things, and there is 
little danger but they will have the wisdom to hold fast 
that which is good. 

It may be recorded as another means which has 
brought about the derangement and ruin of christian so- 
cieties, that without regard to the statutes of the govern- 
ment, parish limits, or the order published by Christ for 
the regulation of his church, ordained ministers or 
itinerating men, without character and regular license, 
have intruded under pretence that they were authorized 
teachers of religion. ‘The single circumstance that they 
come not in by the door but by some other way is a 
sufficient reason why the friends of order and religion 
should not in any way give them countenance, or wish 
them God speed. Far, very far, would I be from encour- 
aging toward men who creep into houses any measures 
which could with reason be interpreted as violently op- 
posing or persecuting them. I would simply say, leave 
them to their own reflections and course. Go not after 
them. Be not of the number who have itching ears. 
Have no occasion for self-reproach, because you have 
either directly or indirectly aided in the dreadful work of 
- dismembering a religious society. Let these be your 
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views and measures, and the reputation, peace, and 
prosperity of this town will never be exposed to hazard 
from this cause. 

One other means, to which may be traced the separa- 
tions in our towns, is the exercise of an uncharitable and 
dogmatizing spirit, and the encouragement given to 
christians of different denominations to sit in judgment 
upon the faith and character of each other. This spirit 
and course take their rise in a virtual belief of infallibility, 
and in the adoption of certain principles as essential to 
piety and salvation, which are amongst the endless gene- 
alogies and new-found inventions of men. It is not my 
design to decry, or to invite others to condemn, any set 
of religionists, or to represent their faith as positively 
corrupt. Christians will at all times have reason to fear 
that their religious theory is radically incorrect and de- 
fective, when its natural tendency and operation are to 
interrupt domestick quiet ; originate confusion and quar- 
relling in neighbourhoods ; multiply societies ; distract 
the secular interests, and blight the prosperity of towns. I 
would therefore press it upon you, and counsel you to 
instruct your children that they may transmit the senti- 
ment to distant generations, that the right of an exclusive 
interpretation of the scriptures, and of erecting a tribu- 
nal for the trial of conscience, is given to no man or 
body of men. And as a means, which heaven has sig- 
nally blessed to the continuance of the peace of church- 
es, be ready to express your charity toward the regu- 
lar members of each sect of believers in Jesus, and cor- 
dially to welcome them to every office of christian com- 
munion. 

In the dissensions and divisions which have within a 
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few years multiplied beyond all former example, you 
will see a:reason for calling your attention to the means 
which have commonly produced them. You will not 
doubt my sincerity when I express a firm belief that the 
peace of this town, and the hope that no root of bitter- 
ness will spring up to interrupt it, are to all of us sub- 
jects of devout thanksgiving. I add, if on that day 
when death shall dissolve the tie which connects us as 
minister and people, I can leave you, as 1 now behold you, 
an united, growing, prosperous, happy people ; if I may 
be supported by the hope, that you will have a minister 
who will be a peacemaker ; who will be more valiant for 
the truth and able to defend it; more faithful and devot- 
ed to you and your children, than your present minister 
has been; one of the first desires and prayers of his 
soul in relation to your state as a christian society will be 
accomplished. 

Now may God Almighty bless you. While you are 
the lovers of peace and examples of charity, may you 
be diligent, unremitting, and devout in the search after 
christian truth. May you have the zeal whichis accord- 
ing to knowledge. May you aspire after high attainments 
in the christian life. And may we all be imitators in all 
things of Him, who is the Head of his church, even 
Christ ; and when He, who is the life of every true be- 
liever shall appear, may we also appear with him in glory. 


